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By OTTO POHL

" The most common way to trawl for
shrimp is to dredge the ocean floor.

' marine life, including fish, turtles
..and sharks, for every pound of

‘- 'Most of that marine collateral

::_ﬂamam,kmwnasbycatch.usimph'
dumped back into the water, dead
“and

dying.
o, “Imagine towing a huge net over

-

_the landscape, scooping up all the
‘animals and knocking down all the
trees, and then plucking out one spe-
‘cles and throwing the rest away,”
said Elliott A. Norse, president of the
Marine Conservation Biology Insti-

, ' tute, a research and advocacy group

- in Redmond, Wash.
“No one would ever say that's a
.good way to hunt raccoons,” he said.
Nor is the problem limited to

A porpoise died after being tangled in lines intended for other species.
. But some progress has been made in reducing the unintended deaths.

“;‘Challenge to Fishing:
Keep the Wrong Species
Out of Its Huge Nets

fleets to move elsewhere or to

which works

Such efforts have produced much

progress, experts broadly agree.
example is the campaign in the early

Reducing Unwanted (

About a quarter of sea life caught throy
waste, or bycatch. Efforts are under we

Many thousands
of turtles and
birds are killed

Simple
structures added
to the back end
of trawl nets,
including those
at right, can
eliminate much
of the bycatch.

Sources: LN, Food and Agriculture Crganization, Go

pass through,

wanted catches in their nets. They
adjust the trawl opening, so that the
horizontal rope forming the top edge
of the trawl mouth sits back several
feet.

“This seems to use the natural
tendency of some fish to move up-
ward as they start coming into the
stream of the net,” said Rod Moore,
executive director of the West Coast
Seafood Processors Association, a
group in Portland that represents
many .

“Instead of hitting the top,” Mr.
Moore said, ““there’s clear space and

Yet many familiar species contin-
ue to fall victim to bycatch.

As many as 300,000 dolphins, por-
poises and whales are killed each
year in fishermen’s nets, according
to research published last month by
members of the International Whal-
ing Commission.

It is hard to stir enthusiasm to
save lower profile but ecologically

r



Installing a line of
streamers above
the hook line

.................

.........

Dr. Carl Safina, president of the
Blue Ocean Institute, a conservation

Longline boats can have thousands of hooks.

.....

They call it bycatch,
when the dolphins
get caught along
with the tuna.

far into international waters to es-
cape such regulations. In the distant
Antarctic, the increased fishing of
Patagonian toothfish, sold in Amer-
ica as Chilean sea bass, has become

For example, the American

CHANGING BAIT In one
project, Atlantic
longliners sharply cut
sea lurtle bycatch by
switching to broader
hooks with inward-
pointing barbs and
from squid to mackerel
as bait. Swordfish
catches actually rose.

shrimp industry has reduced its av-
erage bycatch, to 3 pounds from 10
pounds for each pound of shrimp, the
Gulf Restoration Network, an envi-
ronmental group based in New Or-
leans, said.

But American fleets are reluctant
to take further measures, fearing
that any competitive advantage
against foreign fleets will be eroded.

That is a problem across the Unit-
ed States industry. Nelson R. Beide-
man, executive director of the Blue
Water Fisherman's Association, a
group in Barnegat Light, N.J, that
represents long-line swordfish, tuna
and mahi-mahi fishermen in the At-
lantic, notes that the number of
American boats has plummeted in
his

“Most of our good people have
already left,” Mr. Beideman said.
“They may still be fishing the same

The New York Times / July 29, 2003 / Science / Page F3



