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kKing Sharp in Berlin

FRANK F. DREWES DIDN'T

want round corners on

the sandwich refrigerator.
“My first choice is rec-

tangular,” he says, mean-

ing not just refrigerators
but everything design-

related. And that prefer-
ence is clearly on display
at Baltas, a gourmet cof-
fee and sandwich shaop in

Berlin. “It's not that I'm
anti-round,” he clarifies.
"But round is more ex-
pensive. Round is always
my second choice.”

Not so for the owners
of this 1,100-square-foot
café in the city's western
Schineberg neighborhood.
ntrigued by Drewes +
Strenge Architekten's

"
i

overall style, they never-
theless insisted that
DOrewes bend a bit. And
ironically, it turns out, all
the orthogonal architec-
ture and sharp-cornered
furniture draws attention
to the few curves that are
present—and the estab-
lishment’s leaf logo in
particular. .

SNER OF



As a starting point,
Drewes says, he stripped

everything that remained
of the previous bar in
order to "neutralize” the
space. The new envelope
Is simplicity itself. White-
painted walls, a concrete
floor tinted light green,
and window frames of
meranti, a dark tropical
hardwood, embody the
restrained color scheme.
It's white far cleanliness,
green for freshness, and
brown for coffee.

Drewes designed all
the furniture himself, in
meranti mounted flush
on stainless-steel legs. To
allow greater flexibility of
configuration, most pieces
are freestanding, including
the 8-foot-long meranti-
topped service table oppo-
site the coffee bar The
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only stationary elements
in the room are a bar
table by the window and
a glass-topped counter
built into the back wall.
A black mirror hangs
above the counter, so
patrons can watch the
actwity behind them.
Since the owners of
Baltas hope to roll out
their concept as a chain,
Drewes designed a look
that can be adjusted in
different locations. The
mobile furniture plays
its part. In addition, the
Berlin café serves as a
testing ground for art and
accessories: an enlarged
photograph of bread and
soup and the leafy lemon
trees in tin cube planters.
The biggest metamor-
phosis occurs at dusk,

when the fading light soft-
ens the café’s straight
lines. Paper-shaded
candles appear on tables;
filtered fluorescents, in-
stalled behind the sand-
wich refrigerator, emit a
soft green glow; and the
ceiling cove’s white fluo
rescents shift to red.

For now, at any rate.
To fine-tune the mood,
Drewes says, he could
easily change the light or
paint a wall: "But it's im-
portant,” he adds, "to re-
member the difference
between contemporary
and trendy.” —Otto Pohl
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man Lesson

Designing part of
Berlin's Ku'damm 101
was a hospitality-project
education for Ascan
Tesdorpf and Vogt +
Weizenegger
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Now the third most popular

tourist destination in Eurc

behind only London and Paris—

is unquestionably boom-

About 30 high-end ho

ned in the last four

have of

years, and dozens more are

for 2004, While most

“hains are concen-

opportunities farther west

The company, which already

owned three Berlin hotels, re-

cently purchased two adj

“ent
unfinished apartmernt buildings
at number 101 on the KurfUrs-
tendamm, once West Berlin's

shopping street. Hotaka
then hired Swiss design firm
Kessler + Kessler to develop

the Ku'darnm 101 concept: a

young, hip, and urban hotel at a

three-star

price. Tl

turn, brought in

man firms to hane

Ascan Tesdorpf Arc
took sole responsibility for the
interior architecture of the
lobby, while Vogt + Weizeneg-
ger focused on furniture and
fixtures. Ascan Tesdorpf also
helped design the breakfast




=eting rooms,

rogms rerseen
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Ku'damm 101 w
opportunity

pitality

architect, hac

il de-

items as varied as towels and

porcelain before moving on to

contract furni

lery, and shops.)

It wasn't an easy intr

tion. Stuck with an existing

columns of ¢

and sizes, Ascan
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Ribbons of upholstered
custom seating encircle the
columns and snake across the
asphalt tile floor. Walnut furni-
ture unifies separate zones—
the lozenge-shape reception
desk ties in to the oval bar and
a teardrop-shape table in a
small adjacent meeting room,

The three principals agreed
that the lobby should contrast
as much as possible with the

compact rectilinearity of the
guest rooms. Though Vogt +
Weizenegger wasn't involved
upstairs, custom case goods
continue to play a part: Take
the molded-plywood TV cabi-
net. Wheels give guests the
freedom to move it to where
they prefer to watch—or out of
the way if they don't. Seating
includes 1950's-style uphol-
stered swivel chairs.

Callahorating on the guest
rooms and overseeing the
lobby has indisputably raised
Tesdorpf's profile and led to
new jobs. He's now working on
six interiors projects: four resi-
dential and two retail. "It used
to be half architecture and half
interior design. Now it's almost
entirely interior design,” he says
of his workload.

Ku'damm 101's lobby has
similarly yielded new work for
Vogt + Weizenegger. "Right
now, we're developing a con-
cept for a super-economical
guest room for a large hotel
chain,” Vogt says. “When we've
solved that one, we'll be ready
to do a whole hotel.” =
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